ten weeks of war, november 12, 1939
for in the modern world will go down, or that Hitler, the Nazi
regime and the recurring German or Prussian menace to Europe
will be broken and destroyed. That is the way the matter lies and
everybody had better make up their minds to that solid, sombre fact.
Nowadays we are assailed by a chorus of horrid threats. The
Nazi Government exudes through every neutral State inside
information of the frightful vengeance they are going to wreak upon
us, and they also bawl it around the world by their leather-lunged
propaganda machine. If words could Mil, we should be dead
already. But we are not disturbed by these blood-curdling threats.
Indeed, we take them as a sign of weakness in our foes. We do
not make threats in time of war. If at any time we should have
some ideas of an offensive character, we should not talk about
them ; we should try to see how they worked out in action,
We do not at all underrate the power and malignity of our
enemies. We are prepared to endure tribulation. But we made
up our minds about all this ten weeks ago, and everything that has
happened since has made us feel that we were right then and are still
right now. No one in the British Islands supposed this was going
to be a short or easy war. Nothing has ever impressed me so much
as the calm, steady, business-like resolution with which the masses
of our wage-earning folk and ordinary people in our great cities
faced what they imagined would be a fearful storm about to fall
on them and their families at the very first moment. They all
prepared themselves to have the worst happen to them at once,
and they braced themselves for the ordeal. They did not see what
else there was to do.
We have been agreeably surprised that ten weeks have been
allotted to us to get into fighting trim. We are in a very different
position from what we were ten weeks ago. We are far stronger
than we were ten weeks ago ; we are far better prepared to endure
the worst malice of Hitler and his Huns than we were at the begin-
ning of September. Our Navy is stronger. Our anti-U-boat forces
are three times as numerous. Our Air Force is much stronger.
Our Army is growing in numbers and improving in training every
day. Our Air Raid Precautions are very different from what they
were at the outbreak of war. The attack of the U-boats has been
controlled and they have paid a heavy toll. Nearly all the German
ocean-going ships are in hiding and rusting in neutral harbours, while
our world-wide trade steadily proceeds in 4,000 vessels of which
2,500 are constantly at sea.
The superior quality of our Air Force has been proved both in
pilots and machines over the enemy. Our aircraft shot down
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